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Approvals for Nursing Facility Admissions
Step 1 – LOCET: Level of Care Evaluation Tool 

Must be completed first

LOCET Questions



PASRR Overview

Why?

The most appropriate services
in the most appropriate place
at the most appropriate time.
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PASRR Process Overview
#1 – LOCET must be submitted first
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Level 1 Screening
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Level I Screen Completion Best Practices

Complete & submit screen with enough time to prevent discharge delays

Consider:

Potential for Level II

Current Placement

Emergency Department

Observation

Community 

Medical

Discharge Planning 
Starts at Admission

42 CFR 483.112©: 
Level II PAS timeliness 
requirements – annual 

average of 7 – 9 
working days



Level 1 Screening
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Level 1 Screening
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Consider:
Does the individual have a PASRR condition?

The Four Ds of PASRR - MI

Diagnosis (or suspicion of) intellectual disability/related conditions

  Dementia.  If present, is it primary?

Duration

Disability



Consider:
What is the most appropriate placement?
Least restrictive level of care

Too acute?  Not acute enough?

  NF (meets LOC & this NF can meet needs)

NF must incorporate ALL PASRR identified services into care plan

Specialized Service

Services specific to the person to meet required needs

Alternative Placement or Community Services



Consider:
Might this person be a candidate for transition to the community?  

What supports or services would be necessary to return to the 
community?

Community placement

With or without supports

 Independent living

Group home

Assisted Living

Person directed care



Consider:
What unique disability supports & services are 

needed while a resident of an NF to ensure 
safety, health & well-being?

Specialized Services

Highest practicable physical, mental & psychosocial well-being

Any needed service/support

 Not limited to facility’s existing resources



Phrasing for Success

Use full words & avoid acronyms

MI, IDD, PASRR, etc.

Use judgement free words

Say “street or recreational drugs” instead of “illicit drugs”

Use close-ended questions with choices

Use a non-judgmental, non-condescending, matter-of-fact approach

Assume the behavior is occurring

 “How often do you drink in a week?”

Rather than “do you drink often?”



 Psychotropic Medications. Include list of psychotropic medications if 

individual will likely need a Level II 

 Identify why the individual is taking the medication

 Reason for prescription & how long they have been taking the 

medication



Level 1 Screening
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Hospital Exemption Practice
1. Mrs. Smith has bipolar disorder & was admitted to the hospital following a 

heart attack & bypass surgery.  She developed an infection & needs 14 days of 
antibiotics.  Her doctor certifies she will be ready for discharge within the first 
30 days.  Is Mrs. Smith appropriate for EHD?

2. Yes:  She had a hospital admission before NF admission & will need less than 
30 days of NF

3. Mr. Jones had Major Depressive Disorder.  He had surgery after fracturing his 
hip in an accident.  He will need 3 months of non-weight bearing status & 
needs NF placement to help with ADLs & PT.  Is he appropriate for EHC

4. No. His anticipated NF care timeframe is more than 30 days
5. Mrs. Johnson has anxiety disorder & lives at home with her family.  She has 

COPD & went to the emergency room following a fall.  She needs NF 
placement for treatment of her progressing COPD.  Is she appropriate for 
EHD?

o No.  She didn’t have a hospital admission, only an emergency department visit 
for her fall.  She needs NF care for COPD, for which she is likely not to 
recover or discharge from the NF within 30 days.



Physician Signature
Only required IF exemption/categoricals selected
 Include printed name & signature

What happens next?
LOCET Completed first

Confirm completion & accuracy of PASRR

Gather documentation
Send as much information as you have
 Include required documentation:
Feel free to provide written summaries/addendums to explain important 

behavioral health information 
Submit online
Receive 142 notification
Submit 148 upon admission



A Preview of Online PASRR

3.0 AssessmentPro Level I Form - LA.pdf
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Process Change
(source Maximus)



Overview



Breakdown
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Registering with AssessmentPro

Source: Maximus



Registering with AssessmentPro
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Do the Right People Have Access & Training?
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Source: MaximusRequirements



Source: MaximusWhen and How?
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Everyone 
Receives a

Level I



PASRR Abbreviations

 2.1 Maximus LA-PASRR-Glossary-of-Terms--021325.pdf

 \\AZ-CC-FS01.SAW.LOC\users$\lgardner\Documents\PASRR\OAAS-P-25-

004-LA-PASRR-Provider-Announcement-I-2-5-25- FINAL.pdf



142s

142 Facts

5.1 142 - Avoiding Pittfalls



Admit from Home Workflow

Admit from ER Workflow

Admit from Home Workflow



Admit from Home Workflow

Admit from ER Workflow

Admit from Home Workflow



Medicare & Medicaid

Medicare &  Medicaid Eligibility 

Medicaid Facts

6.3 Top Medicaid Myths.pdf

6.4 Medicaid Application Checklist.pdf

Medicaid Application

Medicaid Verification on Resources

Medicaid AR Form



What About People Desiring to Admit to a 
Louisiana Nursing Facility from out of state?
 They will not qualify if they have a homestead or property in another state.

 If they have a spouse living in the homestead, it may still be possible.

 An individual from another state meets the other requirements, they must satisfy a 30 day 
Louisiana residency requirement.

 If the individual is already a resident in a nursing facility in another state, do not have 
property in another state, they do not require the 30 day residency requirement in 
Louisiana, but must terminate Medicaid in their current state.

 If a resident is transferring from a Mississippi nursing facility, Louisiana requires 
verification that Medicaid has terminated.

 Best practice: Notify Medicaid in the current state of the transfer to Louisiana on 
that certain date, so the Louisiana nursing facility will be able to apply for Medicaid 
on the admit date.

 If Medicaid is terminated in another state in the middle of a month, Louisiana 
Medicaid will not be active until the 1st of the following month.



How Can We Help Acquire Bank Statements?
Setting up online bank accounts to assist residents in applying for Medicaid

 Step 1. – Go to hospital and work with Case Manager to get information on the Social Security 
Direct Express card

  If they don’t have Direct Express, got to https://www.ssa.gov/deposit/howtosign.htm

  Get the number on the back of the card.

 Step 2 – If the resident doesn’t have an email account, help them set up a gmail account. 

  Have them change the password when through.

 Step 3 – Either have the resident call the bank and tell them it is OK to talk to you or 

  Have the case manager call the bank and explain the situation asking to set up an online 
account

 Step 4 – The bank may send a form that the resident will sign allowing the bank to email the bank 
statements to the account manager.

 Step 5 – Once they have the online bank account, you can access the three months of bank 
statements to assist them in applying for Medicaid.

https://www.ssa.gov/deposit/howtosign.htm
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